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Our Vision, Values and Aims 
 

Gosberton Academy aims to provide a high-quality, exceptional education with first-hand learning experiences 
that are able to motivate and stimulate all learners. All learners will recognise the importance of the community 
in which they are educated and understand that the Academy is based at the heart of the community, bringing 
a togetherness of all stakeholders. 
• All pupils and families will feel supported and integrated into the school life. 
• Every pupil, regardless of their life experiences, can reach their full potential, growing in confidence and be-
ing honest to themselves. 

Honesty – Honest to each other 
but also, honest to themselves. 

Aspirational-  
Aspirational staff, children, par-

ents and families 

Exceptional- Exceptional behav-
iour, effort, attitude, progress and     

opportunities 

Resilient- Never giving up, always 
wanting to succeed.  

Togetherness- 
 Friendships, support, stakeholders, 

community, parents and staff 





Phonics at Gosberton Academy 
 

At Gosberton Academy, we teach a systematic programme of phonics as outlined in Letters and 
Sounds, which supports speaking, listening, reading and writing. Phonics teaches children what 
sound each letter makes – this is the first step in children learning how to read. Children will 

begin to recognise letters and the sounds they make, which they then use to blend sounds 
together for reading, and segment them when writing.  

 
We strive to ensure that all children become successful and fluent readers by the end of Key 
Stage 1. We believe this is achievable through a combination of strong, high quality, discrete 

phonics teaching combined with a literature-rich approach that promotes a ‘reading for 
pleasure’ culture. We aim for all of the children at Gosberton Academy to leave school at the end 

of Key Stage 2 with a genuine passion for reading and to have obtained all of the skills they 
need to tackle any book of their choosing.  

 
High quality interventions are delivered to children in both KS1 and KS2 who are not fully secure 

with their phonics knowledge. Phonics interventions are tailored and targeted according to 
individual needs and children are identified through our close monitoring and assessment 

system. Teachers and Teaching Assistants work with small groups throughout the year to boost 
progress and to extend children’s learning  



Phonics at Gosberton Academy 
 

At Gosberton Academy, Phonics Lessons take place for 25minutes, four days a week in Reception and Year 
1. Year 2 children build upon this Phonics knowledge, with a stronger focus on spellings and alternative 

graphemes.  
 

There are 4 elements to a Letters and Sounds session: review, teach, practise and apply.  
 

Review - Flashcards should be used daily to recap graphemes previously taught. Along with a reading or 
writing activity reviewing the previous week/days learning. This section should be very fast paced and 

allow children to apply their prior learning quickly.  
 

Teach – This section should have some new learning and teach reading or writing skills.  
 

Practise – This section should allow children to practise their reading/writing skills. This could be done 
with words, phrases or sentences. Children should be supported where necessary and work amongst peers 

e.g. playing games together to apply their teach section.  
 

Apply – This section should give children the opportunity to apply their skills independently through 
reading/writing a range of words/phrases/sentences in games.  

 
Our phonics lessons are fast paced and include a range of games. This encourages children to be 

enthusiastic about their learning. Children engage in a range of activities outside, on the carpet, using the 
Interactive Whiteboard and on the tables to create movement. By allowing the children to work in a 

variety of areas allows them to remain focussed. 



Year One Phonics Screening Test 
 

In June children in Year One take a national phonic screening test to confirm whether 
they have learnt phonic decoding to the expected standard. The check consists of 20 real 
words and 20 non-words that children read aloud to the teacher. Samples of the test can 
be found at www.gov.uk. If children do not pass the test in Year One they have another 

opportunity in Year Two. Parent/carers will receive a letter stating whether their 
children has met the expected standard. This will go out with the child’s report.  

 



Big Cat Phonics Books 
 

For children to be fluent, engaged readers who understand, enjoy and learn from books, reading 
should be seen as a series of interconnected and orchestrated skills. The Big Cat Phonics for 
Letters and Sounds series of fiction and non-fiction books is used in order to do just that.  

 
If children practise reading decodeable books at the right level, they experience reading success 
from the outset. The Big Cat Phonics Books are underpinned by rigorous phonics progression to 
build reader’s confidence. Children will receive two phonics books a week. One book will include 
the graphemes that they have been taught that week. This other book is a highly decodable book 

that is suitable for the children’s reading ability.  
 

Reading is more than just words on a page. We know that phonics is critical. But at its heart 
reading is a creative process. This is what is special about the Collins Big Cat Phonics for Letters 

and Sounds series of books. They promote children as the ‘boss of a book’ so children can see 
themselves as readers from the very beginning.  

 
 

Big Cat Phonics, Harper Collins 2018 
 



Terminology 
blend Saying the individual sounds that make up a word and then 

merging or blending the sounds together to say the word – 
used when reading.  

segment  This is the opposite of blending (see above). Splitting a word up in-

to individual sounds – used when spelling and writing  

consonant Most letters of the alphabet (excluding the vowels: a,e,i,o,u)  

CVC Word Abbreviation used for consonant-vowel-consonant words, 
used to describe the order of sounds. Some examples of CVC 
words are: cat, pen, top, chat (because ch makes one sound).  
Other similar abbreviations include: 
- VC words e.g. on, is, it.  
- CCVC words e.g. trap and black.  
- CVCC words e.g. milk and fast.  

Digraph Two letters which together make one sound e.g. ee, oa, ea, ch, 
ay. There are different types of digraph:  
-Vowel digraph: a digraph in which at least one of the letters 
is a vowel, for example; boat or day. 
-Consonant digraph: two consonants which can go together, 
for example shop or thin.  
- Split digraph (previously called magic e): two letters, which 
work as a pair to make one sound, but are separated within 
the word e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e. For example cake or pine.  

Grapheme Written letters or a group of letters which represent one sin-
gle sound (phoneme) e.g. a, l, sh, air, ck.  

Phoneme A single sound that can be made by one or more letters – e.g. 
s, k, z, oo, ph, igh.  

Pure Sound Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without 
adding additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’  

trigraph Three letters which go together make one sound e.g. ear, air, 
igh, dge, tch  

Tricky 
Words 

Words that are difficult to sound out e.g. said, the, because.  

Vowel The letters a, e, i , o and u 

Phase 1 hearing and talking about sounds and letter sounds.  

Phase 2 learning 19 letters of the alphabet, along with the first 5 
'tricky words and using them to read and spell simple words 
and captions'.  

Phase 3  learning the remaining letters of the alphabet, some 2 and 3 
letter digraphs, along with the next set of 'tricky words'. 
Reading and writing captions and sentences.  

Phase 4 learning to blend and segment longer words, including words 
with adjacent consonants and more than one syllable. Read-
ing and writing using these and the next 'tricky words', with-
in sentences.  

Phase 5 learning alternative spellings and pronunciations for pho-
nemes, including their common usage within words. Reading 
and writing using these and the next 'tricky words', within 
sentences.  



Phase 2 Timetable of learning 

Week: Phonemes/ Graphemes Taught High Frequency and Tricky Words 

1 s, a, t, p  

2 i, n, m d is, it, in, at 

3 g, o, c, k if, dad, and, can 

4 ck, e, u, r of, off 

to and the 

5 h, b, f, ff up 

no, go, I 

6 l, ll, ss mum, not, get, had 

7 Revise all previously taught sounds Revise all previously taught HFW and Tricky Words 



Phase 3 Timetable of learning 
Week: Phonemes/ Graphemes Taught High Frequency and Tricky Words 

1 j, v, w, x will 

2 y, z, zz, qu with 
he, she 

3 ch, sh, th, ng them, this 
we, me, be 

4 ai, ee, igh, oa see, that, then 
was 

5 oo, oo, ar, or for, look, too 
my 

6 ur, ow, oi, ear now, down 
you 

7 air, ure, er they 

8 Revise all previous taught         
phonemes/ digraphs 

her 

9 Revise all previous taught         
phonemes/ digraphs 

all 

10 Revise all previous taught         
phonemes/ digraphs 

are 



Phase 4 Timetable of learning 
Week: Teaching Sequence High Frequency and Tricky Words 

1 CVCC Words just, help 
said, so 

2 CCVC went 
have, like, some, come 

3 CVCC and CCVC words from 
were, there, little, one  

4 CCVCC words do, when, out, what 

5 Words with adjacent consonants 
and vowel digraphs 

it’s 

6 Two– Syllable Words children 



Phase 5 Timetable of learning 
Week: Phonemes/ Graphemes Taught High Frequency and Tricky Words 

1 ay, ou, ie, ea day, today 
oh, old, their 

2 oy, ir, ue, aw saw 
people, house, about 

3 wh, ph, ew oe  
Mr, Mrs, don’t, by 

4 au, a-e, e-e, i-e time 
looked, time, your, called 

5 o-e, u-e, zh I’m 
asked 

6 Revise all previously taught graph-
emes 

could 
water, where, day 

7 Alternative pronunciation of i and 
o 

out, made, came 

8 Alternative pronunciation of c and 
g 

one, make, here 

9 Alternative pronunciation of u and 
ow 

put 
very, do, could 

10 Alternative pronunciation of ie and 
ea 

what, please 



Phase 5 Timetable of learning 
Week: Phonemes/ Graphemes Taught High Frequency and Tricky Words 

11 Alternative pronunciation of er and ch love 

12 Alternative pronunciation of a  

13 Alternative pronunciation of y friend 

14 Alternative pronunciation of e and ey  

15 Alternative pronunciation of ch and j school 

16 Alternative pronunciation n, r and m  

17 Alternative pronunciation of s, z and u  

18 Alternative pronunciation of i and ear  

19 Alternative pronunciation of ar and ur  

20 Alternative pronunciation of air  



Phase 5 Timetable of learning 
Week: Phonemes/ Graphemes Taught High Frequency and Tricky Words 

21 Alternative pronunciation of or Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

22 Alternative pronunciation of oo Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

23 Alternative pronunciation of ai Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

24 Alternative pronunciation of ee Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

25 Alternative pronunciation of igh Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

26 Alternative pronunciation oa Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

27 Alternative pronunciation of y(oo) Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

28 Alternative pronunciation of oo Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

29 Alternative pronunciation of oo Review all HFW and Tricky Words 

30 Alternative pronunciation of sh Review all HFW and Tricky Words 



Phonics at Gosberton Academy 



Progressive  
Curriculum building on prior 

knowledge 

Application of knowledge 
through cross curricular  

High quality Phonics         
interventions 

Big Cat Phonics Books 

Use of technology to 
record learning 

Phonics continuing 
into KS2 

Phonics Play 

Outdoor Learning 
Phonics Games 

Phonics Assessments 


